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Reading, Writing, Reading, Writing, 
and Wow!and Wow!

Literature for Designing Powerful 
Writing Lessons

Patty Engle 

Build Writing Build Writing 
Excitement!Excitement!
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Grab reluctant writersGrab reluctant writers ……

…with stories about reluctant writers!!

and
the VOLCANOJUDY

Write original storiesWrite original stories ……

…from high interest pattern books!
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Have fun with wordsHave fun with words ……

Spend the day 
speaking 

double talk!

Write creative 
sing-song 

stories! 

Grammar and Literary Grammar and Literary 
DevicesDevices
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GrammarGrammar

Ruth Heller makes grammar fun! 

Adjectives           Interjections & Adverbs                    Pronouns
Conjunctions

Collective                    Verbs Prepositions                 Nouns
Nouns

Brian Cleary… printable posters and activity sheets to 
match his books!!

www.briancleary.com
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AlliterationAlliteration

Clara is a cute cabbage caterpillar that becomes a 
cream colored butterfly.

Alliteration is the repetition of initial 
consonant sounds in neighboring words.

AlliterationAlliteration

Bountiful books to bounce your brainstorming 
from boring to brilliant!
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AllegoryAllegory

The deer won’t dance without the birds, the birds 
won’t sing without the pine trees…

An allegory is a story with two meanings, 
a literal meaning and a symbolic meaning. 

AnalogyAnalogy

A wise and simple message that will inspire childre n 
of any age to dream and reach for a shining goal 

that may seem "very far."

Analogy is the comparison of two pairs 
which have the same relationship.
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IdiomsIdioms

Give me a hand…hold your 
tongue…scream your 

lungs out!

Common expressions which when 
translated literally make no sense.

Chilly dog…dog paddle…
sick puppy

MetaphorMetaphor

Salt and surf and sand and waves, the ocean’s these  
and more.

A comparison of two unlike things using 
the verb "to be" and not using like or as.
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SimileSimile Simile is the comparison of two unlike 
things using like or as.

The difference between 
trees and humans.

How babies and cookies 
compare!

OnomatopoeiaOnomatopoeia

‘Whisk!’ whirls the jump rope, twirling around. 
‘THUD!’ say the sneakers, bouncing off the 

ground.

A word that imitates the 
sound it represents.
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Figurative LanguageFigurative Language

Don’t find yourself “in a pickle”… use these 
books to spice things up!

PersonificationPersonification

Can Arnie change the fate of all doughnuts—or at 
least have a hand in his own future?

Giving human qualities to 
animals or objects.
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Elements of StoryElements of Story

Story ElementsStory Elements

Story within a story.  The framing story is 
interwoven with Aunt Isabel’s tale to that both 

narratives move smoothly and quickly.  
Demonstrates construction of plot, character, 

conflict, etc.
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Story StartersStory Starters

Story StartersStory Starters
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Research ModelsResearch Models
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Types of WritingTypes of Writing
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How toHow to ……

Pretend you are Horton… or 
??

How to Lose All Your 
Friends

Pick any Fairy Tale, comic book, or Pick any Fairy Tale, comic book, or 
cartoon charactercartoon character ……

How to Fly
by Peter Pan

How to Dress 
for a Ball

by Cinderella
How to Live in 

the Jungle
by Mowgli
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Forms of CommunicationForms of Communication

Types of WritingTypes of Writing

Persuasive:
Persuade others to save the…

Descriptive:
Design a new animal for the 
zoo.  Describe how the zoo 
keeper should care for it.
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Trait Based WritingTrait Based Writing

IdeasIdeas

The meaning and development of the 
message.

• Nothing Ever Happens on 90 th

Street , by Roni Schotter
– Organization and Voice

• Wilfrid Gordon McDonald 
Partridge , by Mem Fox
– Organization and Voice
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OrganizationOrganization

The internal structure of the piece.

• Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience 
School , by Mark Teague

– Point of View, letter writing

– Ideas

• Hey, Little Ant , by Phillip and 
Hannah Hoose
– Persuasive writing, Conclusions

– Ideas

VoiceVoice

The way the writer brings the topic to life.

• Piggie Pie! by Margie Palatini

– Word Choice, Fluency, Ideas

• Tough Cookie , by David Wisniewski

– Fairy Tale versions
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Word ChoiceWord Choice

The specific vocabulary the writer uses 
to convey meaning.

• The Bravest of the Brave , 
by Shutta Crum

– Adverbs, Conventions

• The Night I Followed the Dog , 
by Nina Laden

FluencyFluency

The way the words and phrases flow 
throughout the text.

• The Sign of the Seahorse: 
A Tale of Greed and High 
Adventure in Two Acts ,
by Graeme Base

• Hooray for Diffendoofer Day , 
by Dr. Seuss
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ConventionsConventions

The mechanical correctness of the piece.

• Punctuation Takes a 
Vacation , by Robin Pulver

• Words are Categorical series,
by Brian P. Cleary

• World of Language series, 
by Ruth Heller

• Grammar Tales ,
by various authors, Scholastic 2004

Patty Engle
patty@todaysteacher.com

Session Handout
http://www.todaysteacher.com/pathways2009.htm

Contact Info Contact Info 


